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he held when vindicating Jay's Treaty a few
years before. In that treaty Great Britain
had stipulated that naval stores should be
prohibited as contraband of war, and Web-
ster, in common with others, assumed with
reluctance that such prohibition was in ac-
cordance with the general law of nations,
although admitting that this was the most
vulnerable article of the treaty. Further
investigation satisfied him of his error, and
he-frankly avowed it in the later essay, where
he says: " For the honor of my country,
and the essential interests of her commerce,
I regret that the administration, in the very
commencement of the national government,
has consented to abandon ground which the
nations of Europe had, for more than a
century, been struggling to obtain and to
fortify. I have no hesitation in declaring
that no considerations of public danger can
justify a commercial nation in consenting
to enlarge the field of contraband; nor can
there be an apology for the renewal of the
clause in the compact, by which our true
interests and essential rights have been
surrendered." Following the maxim that
"Free ships make free goods," he estab-